DELNICE

Delnice is the centre of Gorski kotar and, at the same time, its largest place. It is situated in the Delničko Polje valley and surrounded by hills (Drgomalj, Petehovac and Japlenški Vrh). Lying at an elevation of698 m, it is also the highest town in the Republic of Croatia. According to the census 2001, the city of Delnice has 4451 inhabitants while total municipality population in 55 settlements (49 inhabited, or 6 abandoned) is 6262 (with an average age of 41).

Gorski kotar is a karst plateau with an average elevation of 700 m to 900 m. From the plateau, mountains rise to over 1,500 m. While the ascent from the Kvarner Gulf is very steep, the access to Gorski kotar from the continental Croatia is much easier and more gradual. Such geographical situation has a strong impact on the climate. In generally, it can be said that the mountain climate found here is largely determined and modified by the relief, with average monthly temperatures dropping below zero in January (-2°C), February (-0.8°C) and December (-0.5°C), and the average annual temperature being 7.16°C. During the summer months, the temperatures rise highest in the valley of the Kupa river. Certainly the most characteristic feature of the climate in Gorski kotar is snow. Together with some other climatic factors, it has defined a number of characteristic aspects of the life there. So, for example, the houses are traditionally built with steep gable roofs, and their outside walls are regularly insulated, i.e. protected from dampness. The winters in Gorski kotar are severe and snowy (at average, snow falls 106 days a year). The summers are short, fresh and very pleasant for outdoor activities. The humidity is high, which stimulates the growth of forests, but is also a cause of frequent fogs. As a result of the so-called orographic precipitation (caused by the presence of mountains), the average annual rainfall is2,079mm. In terms of landscapes, the so-called "green karst" is predominant: Limestone and dolomite rocks are covered with a thin layer of soil, whose chemical composition and depth create favourable conditions for the growth of beech, spruce and fir trees (they all have shallow roots). The lie of the land and the direction of air currents ensure sufficient water, i.e. precipitation. Thanks to all these factors, the entire area is abundantly green, which has a relaxing effect on people. Besides constant air currents, another characteristic of the atmosphere here is the mixing of the continental and maritime air. It is interesting to note that constant circulation of the air is believed to take away fatigue and sharpen the senses. Delnice is the centre of forestry and together with a wood pricessing industry during the centuries have traditionally been the main economic activities in the area. The town has long enjoyed a reputation of a health resort thanks to its mountain climate that is found to have stimulative effects in medical terms. That is why Delnice is a destination recommended for high-altitude athletic training, but also for active holidays, walking tours and recreation. The fresh air, enriched by a pleasant smell of conifers, works as a natural aromatherapy. The fresh mountanious air represents in fact the basic touristic value.

The region is situated along Croatia's major transit routes and is well connected with other parts of the country (road, railway). The Rijeka- Zagreb motorway has shortened travelling distances: it now takes only about 30 minutes to get from Rijeka to Delnice, and the drive from Zagreb lasts just over one hour. Alternatively, travellers can take the old Zagreb-Rijeka road. Passing through numerous villages and places of interest, the road today really lives up to its original name: the Louisian historic-tourist road. Additionally, the road from Slovenia (Ljubljana-Kocevje-Delnice) joins the old Louisian road from the north, thus underlining the transit importance of the region. Few kilometres f-om Delnice, in Brod na Kupi, is an international border crossing to the Republic of Slovenia. Delnice is a subregional centre with primary and secondary schools, court, commercial, touristic and sport destination facilities. Main health services are on a high level especially a newly equiped hemodialysis centre. A sport hall, skating olympic rink, adjacent skiing terrains, the close vicinity of the unique Risnjak National park in the Primorsko-goranska county, water recreation, etc.; all that and much more mixed together with the clearest fresh air and at the same time vicinity of the Adriatic Sea will not disappoint any potential investments. Welcome therefore to the city of Delnice!

